
 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 
 Sporty’s Pilot Shop Partners with Unmanned Safety Institute to Provide UAS Training 

 
Cincinnati, Ohio, September 8, 2016 
 
Sporty’s Pilot Shop and Unmanned Safety Institute (USI) will now offer two online courses, the UAS Ground School 
Course and the UAS Safety Awareness Course, which provide comprehensive training for individuals involved in 
Unmanned Aircraft Systems (UAS).  
 
The UAS Ground School Course is a comprehensive training program, perfect for commercial operators and pilots of 
larger UAS. More than 24 hours of training covers all the essential topics, including: parts of a UAS; responsible 
operations; concept of operations; human factors and crew resource management; identifying hazards; aeronautical 
decision making; and emergencies. Each segment includes a video introduction, followed by narrated slides with pictures, 
animations and key information. Following the lesson, assignments help apply the knowledge just learned, from reading 
relevant FAA documents to listening to live ATC. Then, assessments help review essential information with quizzes and 
essays. 
 
The UAS Safety Awareness Course makes a great introduction to the world of UAS, ideal for operators of smaller aircraft 
or as a refresher course. Over three hours of training covers personnel; systems; environmental and operational hazards; 
preventing injury; airspace and flight planning; and a section dedicated to learning from mistakes. Each section is broken 
down into a series of brief lessons with narrated slides, animations and pictures. This lesson is followed by review quizzes 
to reinforce learning.  
 
“The Unmanned Safety Institute UAS training courses are much more than ‘Drone 101’ videos; these courses emphasize 
good decision making and a safety culture. UAS flight instructors are even available to answer questions,” says President 
of Sporty’s Academy, Eric Radtke. 
 
“Now that FAA Part 107 mandates a Remote Pilot Knowledge Test for commercial operations, these two courses, 
although not specifically test prep, provide the knowledge necessary to pass the written test,” says Radtke. “Drones are 
here to stay, and they provide a fascinating new community for GA pilots.”   
 
USI President Aaron Greenwald remarked “USI is proud to partner with Sporty’s and offer our industry-leading UAS flight 
safety products to their many loyal customers.  The importance of high-quality safety education and training is more 
important than ever with Part 107 now in effect.  Our approach to UAS education is based on time-honored aviation safety 
practices, and we are thrilled to offer our digital education in partnership with Sporty’s”. 
 
Both courses are compatible with Windows and iOS, with an internet connection required. The courses also come with a 
completion certificate, which meets some insurance requirements and may even make pilots eligible for premium savings. 
The UAS Ground School Course is available for $399 and the UAS Safety Awareness Course is available for $199. Each 
course may be ordered at www.sportys.com.  
 

About USI: The Unmanned Safety Institute is the industry’s most widely recognized leader in flight safety solutions for 
individuals, enterprises, and organizations focused on integrating and operating Unmanned Aircraft Systems (UAS) for civil or 
commercial purposes. To learn more about USI, please visit www.UnmannedSafetyInstitute.org, e-mail 
info@unmannedsafetyinstitute.org, or call 1-877-535-SAFE. USI is a portfolio company of ARGUS International, Inc., and is 
headquartered in Orlando, FL with safety assurance offices in Denver, CO.  Founded in 1995, ARGUS International is 
headquartered in Cincinnati, OH, and actively engaged with business activities in North America, Europe, Australia, Asia, South 
America and the Middle East and Africa. 
 
About Sporty’s: Now in its 55th year, Sporty's has grown from a one-man operation launched by Hal Shevers to the world's 
largest pilot shop and an iconic general aviation brand. Sporty's operations extend to airport management, avionics installation 
and repair, aircraft maintenance, a residential airport community, new aircraft sales and flight training, including for the University 
of Cincinnati's professional pilot program. Located at Clermont County/Sporty's Airport (I69), Sporty's is philanthropically 
dedicated to expanding the general aviation community with both pilots and skilled technicians.  
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